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place of the Works of Uladzimir Karatkievič 
in the Discourse on the Identity of Belarusians
Miejsce twórczości Uładzimira Karatkieviča w dyskursie o tożsamości Białorusinów

Месца  творчасці  Уладзіміра Караткевіча ў дыскурсе пра ідэнтычнасць беларусаў

Abstract

ThemaingoalofU Karatkievič’sliteraryoutputwasalwaystoreviveandreinforcethe
senseofnationalidentityinBelarusians Inearliertimes,therehadbeennowriterinBelarusian
literaturewhowoulddevotehiswholeoutputtothehistoryofhisnation Inhisworks,Karatkievič
describedtheirsuccessesandfailuresandshowedtheirattemptstogainindependenceandform
thefoundationsoftheBelarusiannationalidentitytohisreader Inthe1950sand1960s,itwas
noteasytopromoteanddisseminatethetruehistoryofBelarus,thebeautyoftheBelarusian
languageandtheBelarusiannationalidentityintheUSSR Karatkievičwasoftenstigmatised
andpunishedforhisactivityinthisrespect Thispaperpresentstheimpactofthewriter’soutput
ontheformationofBelarusiannationalidentity Karatkievič’sstrugglewiththestagnationor
evenbackwardnessof theBrezhneveraclearlymanifested itself inhisprotest andfight for
respectfortheBelarusianlanguage,thehistoryofhishomelandandtheprotectionofnature
andmonumentsofanimmaterialculture Thewritersawtheinseparableunitybetweenthose
apparentlydifferentproblems Causedbysuchfactorsasthedeliberatedistortionofhistorical
memory,socialoblivionleadstothedenationalisationandblurringofnationalself-awareness 
Manipulating the past and enforcing the oblivion of various inconvenient historical events
destroystheidentityofsocieties ThisiswhatUladzimirKaratkievičwantedtoopposeanddid
opposewithhisworks 

*  Financing: Funded from the budget of the Institute of Modern Languages and Literatures and the Institute of 
History of Maria Curie-Skłodowska University, from the funds of the Minister of Science and Higher Education 
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programme (contract no. 331/WCN/2019/1).
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Abstrakt

Głównym celem twórczości U  Karatkeviča pozostawała zawsze próba ożywienia
i wzmocnienia poczucia tożsamości narodowej Białorusinów  W literaturze białoruskiej nie
byłowcześniejpisarza,którycałąswojatwórczośćpoświęciłdziejomwłasnegonarodu Pisarz
opisywałwswoichutworachwzloty iupadkiBiałorusinów,pokazywał ichpróbyuzyskania
niepodległości,kształtowałwswoimczytelnikupodstawybiałoruskiejtożsamościnarodowej 
W latach 50  i 60  XX w  w ZSRR nie było łatwo promować i propagować prawdziwą
historię Białorusi, piękno języka białoruskiego i białoruską tożsamość narodową  Za swoje
działania w tej dziedzinie Karatkevič był często piętnowany i karany Artykuł przedstawia
wpływ twórczości pisarza na kształtowanie białoruskiej tożsamości narodowej  Zmagania
Karatkieviča z zastojem, a wręcz wstecznością ery Breżniewa najwyraźniej wyczuwalne
byływjegoproteścieiwalceoszacunekdlajęzykabiałoruskiego,historiiwłasnejojczyzny
orazochronyprzyrodyizabytkówkulturymaterialnej Pisarzwidziałnierozerwalnąjedność
pomiędzytyminapierwszyrzutokaróżniącymisięproblemami Niepamięćspołeczna,której
jednązprzyczynjestcelowezaburzanieprawdyhistorycznejdoprowadzadowynarodowienia
i zatarcia narodowej samoświadomości  Manipulowanie przeszłością i przymuszanie do
zapominania o różnych niewygodnych wydarzeniach historycznych unicestwia tożsamość
społeczeństw Temuwłaśnieprzeciwstawićsięchciał iprzeciwstawiałsięswojatwórczością
UładzimirKaratkievič 

Słowa kluczowe:Karatkevič,literaturabiałoruska,tożsamośćnarodowa,historiaBiałorusi

Анатацыя

ГалоўнаймэтайтворчасціУ Караткевічазаўсёдыбыласпробаадраджэнняіўмаца-
ванняпачуццянацыянальнайідэнтычнасцібеларусаў Убеларускайлітаратурынебыло
ранейпісьменніка,якібусюсваютворчасцьпрысвяціўгісторыіўласнаганарода Усваіх
творахпісьменнікапісваўузлётыіпадзеннібеларусаў,паказваўіхспробыатрымацьне-
залежнасць,фарміраваўусвайгочытачаасновубеларускайнацыянальнайідэнтычнасці 
У1950-яі1960-ягадыўСССРбылоняпростапрасоўвацьсапраўднуюгісторыюБела-
русі, прапагандаваць прыгажосць беларускай мовы і беларускую нацыянальную ідэн-
тычнасць Караткевіча,якісвядомадзейнічаўугэтымнакірунку,неаднаразовакляймілі
ікаралі Уартыкулепаказаныўплыўтворчасціпісьменніканафарміраваннебеларускай
нацыянальнай ідэнтычнасці  Змаганне Караткевіча з застоем і заняпадам брэжнеўскай
эпохінайбольшвыразнавыявіласяўягорашучыхпратэстахуабаронубеларускаймовы,
гісторыіБацькаўшчыны,помнікаўпрыродыіархітэктуры Пісьменнікбычыўнепарыў-
нуюсувязьпаміжгэтымі,напершыпоглядрознымі,праблемамі Грамадскаяабыякавас-
ць,аднойзпрычынякойз’яўляеццамэтанакіраванаефальшаваннегістарычнайпамяці,
прыводзіць да знікнення нацыянальнай самасвядомасці народа  Маніпуляцыя мінуўш-
чынайіпрымусоваесціраннезпамяцірозныхгістарычныхпадзей,невыгодныхдляпа-
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нуючайідэалогіі,знішчаенацыянальнуюідэнтычнасць Супрацьгэтагаізмагаўсясваёй
творчасцюУладзімірКараткевіч 

Ключавыя словы: Караткевіч, беларуская літаратура, нацыянальная самасвядомасць,
гісторыяБеларусі

Researchonidentityhasexpandeditsscopeinthelastfewyears,coveringstill
newer areas of human sciences in their broad sense  In the modern world,
identityisoneofthemaindeterminantsoftheexistenceofnationsandsocial

groups However,far-fetchedresearchonidentitydevelopsincreasinglyofteninthe
directionthatseemstobeimmenselydistantfromand,tohavelittleincommonwith
oneanother,atfirstglance Todaythetopicsofdiscussionoftengobeyondthescope
ofmereindividual,social,communal,ornationalidentity Researchersareincreasin-
glyinterestedinissuesofregional,ethnic,religiousorInternetidentity,withthelatter
beingasortofnoveltyinthefieldofresearchontheconceptofself-awarenessand
self-identification 

However,despitesuchabroadscopeofresearchonidentity,theproblemofnational
identityremainsoneofthemostsignificanttopicsofpoliticaldiscoursesinmanystates
ofcontemporaryEurope,boththose‘unaradawiającesię’1andthose,‘unarodowione’2
alongtimeago Thedeterminationofone’sownidentityisnotaproblemfornations
whodevelopedtheircollectivehistoricalmemoryalongtimeagoandhavebuilttheir
statehood within specific borders for centuries The problem of national identity is
muchmoresignificantforagroupof‘youngnations’,suchasSlovaksorBelarusians,
whogainedtheirstatehoodonlyinthe20thcenturyand,withforbetterorforworse,
stilllookfortheirhistoricalidentityandtrytofillintheblankcardsofthechronicleof
theircollectivememory 

Amongthose‘youngnations’,Belarusoccupiesaspecialplace Bothinthe19th
and20thcentury,theprocessoftheformationofBelarusiannationalidentityprogressed
very slowly, being interrupted by unfavourable political circumstances for long
periods Wecanmentionmanyproblemsthatpreventedthefulldevelopmentofthe
Belarusiannationalidea,buttheiranalysisgoesbeyondthescopeofthispaper They
haveoftenbeenwidelycoveredinanumberoftheses,dissertations,andjournalistic
texts InPoland,RyszardRadzikdevotedmuchspacetothistopicinhismonograph
KimsąBiałorusini(WhoBelarusiansAre] Hewrites:

NarodowymproblememBiałorusinówbyłozawszeniedostatecznewykształcenietożsamości
kulturowej, brak wyróżników pozwalających na wyraźne odróżnienie ich od dwóch
głównych słowiańskich sąsiadów, to znaczyRosjan iPolaków, antagonizujących– jak to

1 ‘intheprocessofnationalisation’ 
2 ‘nationalised’ 
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byłowogromnejwiększości przypadków innychprocesównarodowychwEuropie– ich
stosunkiznimi3(Radzik,2004,p 28) 

Analysingthoroughlythelackofawell-developedsenseofnationaldistinctness
amongBelarusians,thePolishsociologistconcludes:

Państwo radzieckie stworzyło społeczeństwo białoruskie w jego dzisiejszym kształcie 
Nie sformowało narodu białoruskiego ani naród nie zbudował państwa (gdyż społeczeń-
stwowswejpodstawowejmasienigdyniezostałounarodowione) Państwo to [Białoruś]
niejestwynikiemrealizacjinarodowegocelu-mitu,ideałuwalknarodowowyzwoleńczych,
nagromadzeniasięspołecznejemocji Świadomośćhistoryczna jegomieszkańcówrzadko
wykraczapozaokresradziecki[…] Brakteżwciążpoczucia,żepaństwo(władza)to„my”,
także tradycjiaktywnościsamorządowej iwyrastającegostądautorytetuwładz lokalnych 
RepublikaBiałoruskadalekobardziejjesttraktowanaprzezswychobywateliwkategoriach
roszczeniowo-socjalnychniżnarodowych4(Radzik,2004,p 70) 

R  Radzik reaches even more interesting conclusions in his workBiałorusini.
MiędzyWschodemaZachodem(Belarusians BetweentheEastandtheWest)published
in2012 Wecanreadtherethat:

BiałoruśodbieranajestczęstonaZachodziejakoprzedłużenieRosji,takteżnaogółwidzą
to Rosjanie, a nawet część Białorusinów  Nasz wschodni sąsiad nie jest – jak chcieliby
niektórzy – pomostem łączącym Europę z Rosją […] (Białorusini są) bardziej zbiorem
niż grupą, gdyż ich zdecydowana większość nie była na poziomie ludu świadoma nawet
zasięgugeograficznegowłasnejzbiorowości,niemówiącjużojegoprzeszłościhistorycznej5
(Radzik, 2012, pp.7–8) 

3 ‘ThenationalproblemofBelarusianshasalwaysbeentheinsufficientformationofculturalidentity
–thelackofcharacteristicsdistinguishingthemclearlyfromtheirtwomainSlavicneighbours,
i e ,RussiansandPoles,who–asinahugemajorityofcasesofothernationalprocessesinEurope
–antagonisedtheirrelationswiththem’ 

4 ‘TheSovietstateformedtheBelarusiansocietyinitscurrentshape ItdidnotformtheBelarusian
nation,nordidthenationbuildastate(thesocietyinitsbasicmasshasneverbeennationalised) 
Thisstate[Belarus]isnottheresultofthepursuitofthenationalgoal-myth,theidealoffights
fornational independence, theaccumulationofsocialemotion Thehistoricalawarenessof its
inhabitantsrarelygoesbeyondtheSovietperiod   Moreover,thereisnofeelingthatthestate
(authority)is‘us’andthereisnotraditionofself-governmentactivityandtheresultingpowerof
localauthorities TheBelarusianRepublicisclearlytreatedbyitscitizensintermsofsocialclaims
ratherthannationalidentity’ 

5 ‘In theWest,Belarus is oftenperceived as an extensionofRussia;Russians, and even apart
ofBelarusians,havethesameviewpoint OurEasternneighboursarenot,assomemightwish,
aplatformconnectingEuropeandRussia    (Belarusiansare)acollectionratherthanagroup,
because, at the level of ordinary people, a large majority of them are not even aware of the
geographicalreachoftheircommunity,nottomentionitshistoricalpast’ 
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SimilarconclusionsarealsodrawnbyAnnaEngelkinginherextensivemonograph
Kołchoźnicy.AntropologicznestudiumtożsamościwsibiałoruskiejprzełomuXXiXXI
wieku (Kolkhozniks  An Anthropological Study of the Identity of the Belarusian
VillageattheTurnofthe20thand21stCenturies) Accordingtoher,theprimaryreason
forthelackofacohesiveBelarusiannationalidentityistheinabilityoftheinhabitants
ofBelarustorealisetheproblemof‘whotheyare’ 

ManyexternalobserversperceiveBelarusasastatestillfullofcontradictionsthat
eludesclear-cutevaluationsandtheblack-and-whiteschemeofthedescriptionofitself
anditsinhabitants 

Polemics, discussions, and debates on the self-awareness of contemporary
Belarusiansareveryfrequentandsometimescontroversialnowadays Aninteresting
voiceinthediscussionisabookpublishedinWarsawin2006,entitled:Геапалiтычнае
месцаБеларусiўЭўропеiсьвеце(GeopoliticalPositionofBelarusinEuropeand
the World)  In the chapterЦi ёсць у Беларусi беларусы?Пытаньне беларускай
iдэнтычнасьцi (Are There Any Belarusians in Belarus? The Issue of Belarusian
Identity),wecanfindarticlesbymanywell-knownBelarusianphilologists,whotryto
answertheabove-mentionedquestion 

Inhisextensivetext,RygorJofeprovesthatBelarusisanindependentstatetoday,
but the Belarusian nation is still not fully nationalised yet and, therefore, the self-
identification of Belarusians remains an open question  In the same chapter,Aleh
LatyshonakreflectsontheculturalandmentalclosenessofBelarusiansandRussians,
askinganimportantquestion:canasenseofcertaincommunitywithRussiansbean
obstacle in theformationofBelarusians’ownnational identity?Inhis textdevoted
to Belarusian self-identification in the same volume, theAmerican historian David
Marpleswritesaboutasortof‘fading’ofBelarusiannationalidentity Heputsdownthis
problemtothelackoftheneedtocultivateone’shistoricalmemoryintheBelarusian
nationandthedecreasingnumberofBelarusianswithacommandofBelarusian The
scholardrawsourattentionalsototheclosenessoftheBelarusianandRussiannations,
theirhistoricalrelationships,andinterdependencies Itisinthisclosenessthathesees
thereasonforthelackofdistinctwillamongBelarusianstoformtheirownseparate
Belarusianidentity 

Particularly in the last decade, the problem of Belarusians’ Belarusianness has
oftenbeendiscussedandauthorsofmanypublications still try toanswer thebasic
question:WhatdoesnationalidentitymeantoBelarusianstoday?Theimportanceof
theproblemmanifestsitselfinthenumberofpressarticlesandthematicpublications
describing the issue of self-identification among inhabitants of Belarus  Two most
recent works on this subject deserve particular attention  One of them, entitled
Беларусы.От«тутэйших»кнации(Belarusians Fromthe‘Locals’totheNation),
waspublishedinMinskatthebeginningof2010 ItsauthorisYulyaChernyavskaya
– a culturologist living in Minsk, who thoroughly deals with the history of the
nationalisationoftheBelarusiansocietyinherextensivestudy Inthecontextofthe
problem concerned, it is particularly worth mentioning the final part of the work,
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entitledБелорус«наростанях»(Особенностибелорусскойсамоидентификации)
(Belarusian‘attheСrossroads’(DistinctiveFeaturesofBelarusianIdentity)) Oneof
the more recent works regarding the national identity of Belarusians is a book by
Nelly Bekus published in Budapest at the beginning of April 2010, meaningfully
entitled Struggle over Identity  The volume is a very extensive description of the
issueofBelarusiannationalself-identificationfromahistorical,political,andcultural
perspective Thetitle,StruggleoverIdentity,isapretextforansweringthequestionof
whatpreventstheelaborationofcollectiveBelarusianidentity 

Thedebateon thehistoricalmemoryofBelarusiansand theirsenseofnational
distinctness and, consequently, identity (or the lackof this sense) hasbeenheld in
various magazines, periodicals, and web portals for the last few years  It involves
opponents with various views, both from circles closely associated with the state
authorities and fromcircles explicitlyopposed to them Fervent discussionson the
condition of the current patriotism of Belarusians and on a collective Belarusian
identitywereconductedmainlyinsuchmagazinesasARCHE,ФрагмэнтыorНаша
Нiваand on a number of websites: (www n-europe eu, www kamunikat org, www 
arche bymedia net, www nn by, www nmnby eu, www svaboda org)  Authors of
strictlyscientifictexts,opinions,views,journalisticarticlesanddiscussionspublished
intheaforementionedperiodicalsandwebsites,includingIgarBabkoŭ,PavalUsaŭ,
Uladzimir Furs, Piotr Radkoŭski, Andrei Yekadumov and others, express varied
opinions,butallof thembelieve toa largeror smallerextent that the formationof
Belarusians’nationalidentityisstillanongoingprocessthatcannotbeunequivocally
evaluatedorsummarisedwithclear-cutconclusions Scientistsandjournaliststaking
part in this broaddiscussion, ascertaining facts and trying to refer them tovarious
historicalandcontemporaryideasofthedevelopmentofBelarusians’self-awareness
(theResurrectionidea,theMoscow-Liberalidea,theCreoleidea,thePost-colonialidea,
thetheoryof‘tutejszość’6,orthetheoryof‘słabość’7)shareonebelief:Itisnecessary
tokeeponsearchingforopportunitiestoreinforceasenseofnationaldistinctnessin
Belarusians,instillinginthemtherespectfortheirhistory,helpingthemdeveloptheir
Belarusianhistoricalmemory,disseminatingeBelarusiancultureandrespectingtheir
nativelanguage 

Thedemandsexpressedinmostopinionsof theBelarusianintellectualeliteare
notnew Similardemandshavetheirhistoryspanningmorethanacenturyandcanbe
foundinmanyworks–notonlyinsociological,politicalorculturologicaltextsbut
alsoinBelarusianfiction,includingbothclassicauthors(MaximBahdanovič,Yanka
Kupala)andsubsequentwriters,themostoutstandingoneinthisrespectbeingthe20th

centurypoetandwriterUladzimirKaratkievič 
OutstandingBelarusianauthorshavealwaysunderstoodthat literatureisoneof

the best methods of developing national identity, a primer for native language and

6 ‘Localness’ 
7 ‘Weakness’ 
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ahandbookofnationalhistory Thus,Belarusianfictionhasoftenbecomemorethan
a handbook on grammar and spelling – it has been a handbook on geography and
history,atreasuryofknowledgeaboutfolklore,ceremoniesandforgottenevents,and
aprimerofpatriotism 

Karatkievičtriedtounderstandtheplaceofhisnationamongothersand,likehis
greatpredecessors (F Skaryna,K Kalinoŭski,Y Kupala,M Bahdanovič), tried to
reviveamonghiscompatriotsthesenseofone’sownnationalidentitythatmanyof
themhadlostformanyreasons 

An interestingopinionon that subjectwasgivenby theBelarusianartistArlen
Kaškurevič RecollectingtheimpactthatKaratkievič’soutputhadonhim,hesaysthat
intheseworks:

[…] я убачыў іншую Беларусь  Мы, аказваецца, не толькі ў лапцях ходзiлi, а ў нас
былiiадукаваныяарыстакратычныяроды,iдзiвосныязамкi,iкняскiяпаляваннi Аяк
прыгожагучалабеларускаямова,наякуюмыпамаладосцiгадоўнезвярталiнiякай
увагi  Я пасля Валодзю гаварыў, што, дзякуючы яму, прачнулася мая нацыянальная
свядомасць,цiкавасцьдасваiхкарнёўiяякмастакпачаўпрацавацьнадбеларускай
тэмай8(Kaškurèvič,2005,p 462) 

Allmultidimensionalartisticactivitiesof thewriterweredevotedsolely toone
primarygoal–hewantedtoprovetoBelarusiansatallcoststhattheyarethesame
nationlikeallothers,theyhavethesamerightsandshouldbeproudoftheirhistorical
past Ineachofhisworks,KaratkievičprovedthatBelarusianshadarich,centuries-
oldandveryinterestinghistoryandshouldnotputupwithbeingbroughtdownmerely
to the level of serfs  In other words, Karatkievič’s poetry and prose was aimed at
stimulatingthenationalandhistoricalself-awarenessofBelarusians;theauthortriedto
showthemthesourcesoftheirownnationalidentity,therebyforcingthemtoexercise
theirrights,whichwasimplementedpartlyandtoaslightextentafterthecollapseof
theSovietUnionandtheformationoftheindependentBelarusianstate 

Karatkievičwasaheadofhistime Thewriteralwaystriedtolookfaraheadtothe
futurewithnewideasandopportunities,whichheregardedasbothattractiveandvery
frightening AsanexpertinthehistoryofEasternEurope,heknewthatthepathchosen
byhimwouldnotbeeasy,andthetopicsofhiswritingwouldgainhimmanyfriends
but enemies aswell  In theSovietUnion, itwasnot easy to disseminate the ideas
oftheresurrectionoftheBelarusiannationanddescribehistoricalfactsthatofficial
literatureoftenerasedfromthememoryofitsrecipients TheofficialSovietideology

8 ‘[…]IsawquitedifferentBelarus Itturnsoutthatwedidnotonlywalkinbastshoes,butwealso
hadeducatedaristocraticfamilies,andamazingcastles,andprincelyhunts Andhowbeautiful
theBelarusianlanguagesounded,whichwedidnotpayanyattentiontoinouryouth Ilatertold
Valodzyathat,thankstohim,mynationalconsciousnessandinterestinmyrootshadawakened
andI,asanartist,begantoworkontheBelarusiantheme’ 
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wasreluctanttoacknowledgethehistoricaltruthabouttheGrandDuchyofLithuania
andfightsagainsttheinvaderduringnationaluprisings,amongwhichKaratkievič’s
works laid the main emphasis on the January Uprising of 1863 As we know very
well, the new post-war ‘national’ Soviet-Belarusian historiography marginalised or
simplyerased thememoryof the timeswhenBelarusians fought for independence 
Fordecades,effortsweremadetoinstil–notonlyinBelarusians–anofficialmythof
theunityandbrotherhoodofthecitizensoftheUSSR,withwhichallnationsforming
apartoftheSovietstateweresupposedtoidentify 

Althoughthewriterrealisedhowdifficult itwouldbetoputhisownideasinto
practice,henevergaveupand,inspiteoftheseverepunishmentthatheoftenhadto
serveforhisdisobedience,neverbetrayedhisidealsasaBelarusianpatriot 

Karatkievič’s works are characterised by attempts to find inseparable bonds
betweenthepastandthepresent,whichmanifestsitselfintheprofoundunderstanding
ofhistoricalprocessesandthecreationofanartistic-historicalchronicleofthelifeand
fateofBelarusiansonthatbasis Inhisartisticsearches,thewriterreconstructedthe
pastofhisnation Startingfromlegendaryandfolkloristicmaterialsandexpanding
these with successive historical facts, he tried to present specific events that often
becameobjectsofliteraryanalysisforthefirsttime ThehistoryofBelarushadnever
beendescribedsovividlyandvigorouslyuntil then Theearlierhistoricalworksof
otherauthorswerenotabletoformulatethecause-effectcontinuitythatwouldhelpus
understandtheintricatemeandersofthepast ItiscertainthatonlyKaratkievič’sworks
createdthefoundationsofBelarusianhistoricalliterature,atthesametimecontributing
totheformationofanewphilosophyofunderstandingone’sownhistory Karatkievič
understoodhistoryasacontinuouslinearprocessthatallowsustointegratethepast
andthefutureandattributestheproperroleandplacetoeachofusinthisprocess 

However, the Belarusianness of Karatkevič’s literary output is visible not only
duetothepatriotismandgreatloveforhishomeland,forhisbelovedPolesie,forhis
familiarDnieper Theirimagesappearinmanyofthewriter’spoemsandproseworks,
amongwhichwemustparticularlymentionЗямляпадбелымiкрыламi(TheEarth
undertheWhiteWings)(1966)–acollectionofshortstoriesbeingasortofliterary
encyclopaediaofhistoryandnature 

Althoughthisbookisaddressedtochildren,itisoneofthemostbeautifulliterary
monumentstoBelarus Intextsfromthisvolume,Karatkievičseemstocontinueand
expandthetopicthathadbeenundertakenbyAdamKirkorasearlyasthe1880sand
became the underlying idea ofYakub Kolas’s poemМой родны кут (My Native
Home)(1923) Inoneofhisessays,AnatolVerabejwritesaboutЗямляпадбелымі
крыламі:

Пісьменнік ахоплівае ў кнізе беларускую гісторыю ад самых старажытных часоў
іда70-хгадоўХХстагоддзя Ёнразважаепрапрыродусвайгокраюінацыянальны
характарбеларуса,успамінаегістарычныяпадзеііфакты,пішапраславутыхграмадскіх
культурныхдзеячаў,прагарады,прапомнікігісторыіікультурыбеларускаганарода 
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Угэтайкнізенямаголайрэгістрацыілічбаўіфактаў Уёйёсцьраскрыццёдушынарода,
які прайшоў праз усе выпрабаванні і цяжкасці і які жыве багатым паўнакроўным
жыццём-радуецца,смяецца,смуткуе,перажывае   9(Verabej,1997,p 323) 

ThehistoryofBelarus and the fateof theBelarusiannationwere always top
priorities for Karatkievič and, therefore, became the main topic of his works 
Theexcellentknowledgeofthehistoryofhishomeland,theskillofcomprehending
thespiritandcharacterofhistoricaleventsandagift for their literaryprocessing
allowedtheauthortopresentavividpictureofthelife,customs,beliefsandfeelings
ofpersons livinga fewcenturiesago Thefiguresofprotagonists createdbyhim
arerestless individuals: insurgents,peasantsandprophets, intellectuals,noblemen
andlords,cardinals,andbeautifulwomen Allofthem,bothfictitiousandauthentic
historical figures (Lew Sapieha, Queen Bona, Konstanty Kalinoŭski, Prince
RadziwiłłorGeneralMuravyov)weredepictedveryvividlybythewriter Thefates
oftheprotagonistsinKaratkievič’sworkswereconnectedbythewriterinseparably
withauthentichistoricaleventsandthelattershapetheirmoralattitudesandactions 
Ineachwork,behindtheprotagonists’images,wecanseeaspecifichistoricalepoch,
thecomplexandveryfrequentlytragicfateofWhiteRus’,andattemptstorevive
the state and togaindesired freedom Showinghistorical events and the spirit of
pastepochsinhisworksandreturningtothemfrequentlyinvarioustexts,thewriter
formulatedhisviewpointonthehistoricalprocessthatcanbeunderstoodasoneof
themainideasofhisliteraryoutput 

ThewriterrealisedthattheunityoftheSovietnationimposedfromaboveerased
individual historical experiences from the memory of its members and nipped all
attemptstoshowone’sdistinctnessinthebud Formanyreasons(historicalandsocial
ones), the unification of the Belarusian nation progressed very quickly  The pro-
RussianattitudeofamajorityoftheBelarusiansocietyledtothequickandtrouble-
freerejectionofitsindividualityandnationalcharacter Itsoonturnedoutthatsocial
historicalmemorycouldbeeasilywipedaway Thismaterialisedveryefficientlyinthe
caseofBelarusians,whoweretoldthattherootsoftheirawarenessdatedbackonlyto
1917 Afterall,revolutionsoftenchangedsystemsofdating,namesofmonths,national
symbols,beliefs,knowledge, traditions, andhistory,usually leading toachangeof
theentireculturalsystem Revolutionswipewholeareasawayfromthememoryof
nationsinordertoimplantnewelementsintheirplace Thestate-controlledprocessof
forgettingabouttheparticularlyinterestinghistoryoftheBelarusiannationtookplace
quicklyandwithoutmajorobstaclesafterthesocialistrevolution 

9 ‘InthebookthewritercoversthehistoryofBelarusfromthemostancienttimestothe70softhe
20thcentury HereflectsonthenatureofhislandandthenationalcharacterofBelarusians,recalls
historicaleventsandfacts,writesaboutfamouspublicandculturalfigures,cities,historicaland
culturalmonumentsoftheBelarusianpeople Thereisnosimpleregistrationofnumbersandfacts
inthisbook Itrevealsthesoulofpeoplewhohavepassedthroughallthetrialsandhardshipsand
wholivearichintenselife-rejoice,laugh,grieve,experience   ’
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Bydisplacing the truenational historyofBelarusians from socialmemory, the
Soviet state propaganda obliterated the difference between truth and lies, between
objectiveinformationandevaluationimposedfromabove Thispropagandawasaway
ofmanipulatingandimposingtheonlyrightideaupontheindividualandsocietyand
triedtonipeveryattempttoopposethisideainthebud Theessenceofpropaganda
isexpressedbythefamousopinionoftheMinisterofEducationoftheThirdReich
JosephGoebbels:‘Kłamstwopowtarzanetysiącrazystajesięprawdą’10 

TheliteraryrestorationofmemoryundertakenbytheBelarusianwriterwasdifficult
inasocietythatA Engelkingcalls‘asocietyofkolkhozniks’inhisaforementioned
extensive work and that usually reduced its own self-awareness to ‘tutejszość’11 
A largepart of theBelarusian societyunderstood localness as being ‘stąd’12, ‘z tej
ziemi’13withoutdeterminingthemselvesaspartofanation 

Karatkievič set a relatively different task for himself, but it quickly proved
remarkably interesting both for the writer and the reader  Uncovering interesting
chaptersofBelarusianhistoryforhiscompatriots,herestoreditsmemoryforthem,
showeditssuccessivestages,describedeventsandcustomsandpresentedthebeauty
oftheBelarusianlandscapeandthehistoryofhisnation 

Thewriter’sapproachtohistoricaleventsconnectedwiththehistoryofBelarus
wasinnovativenotonlywithregardtothemannerofliterarydescriptionbutmainly
becausetherehadbeennosimilarworksonhistoricaltopicsinBelarusianliterature 
KaratkievičuncoveredthehistoryofthenationforBelarusians,showingthetimesand
thepeopleignorednotonlybyliteraturebutalsobyofficialhistoriography,heroused
theBelarusiancollectivenationalmemoryandtriedtofillinthe‘whitespots’ofthe
nationalpast Thiswasnotalwayseasy Asweknowfromthewriter’smemoirs,he
oftenhadtograpplewithcensorship–forinstance,whenhewastoldtochangethe
mainprotagonist of thenovelКаласыпад сярпомтваім (TheEarsofRyeunder
ThySickle) Therewereattempts topersuadeKaratkievič intochoosingoneof the
peasants,e g ,Kahut,asthemainprotagonistofhisdylogy Asthemaincharacterof
thenovel,thenoblemanandintellectualAlesZahorskididnotfitintotheprevailing
partydoctrine TherewerealsoproblemswiththedramaЗваныВiцебска(TheBells
ofVitebsk)(1977) Inbothcases,thewritermanagedtomakesmallamendmentsthat
actuallydidnotchangeanything,buttheygainedacceptancefromthecensors 

Karatkievič’sstrugglewiththestagnationorevenbackwardnessoftheBrezhnev
era clearly manifested itself in his protest and fight for respect for the Belarusian
language,thehistoryofhishomelandandtheprotectionofnatureandmonumentsof
animmaterialculture Thewritersawtheinseparableunitybetweenthoseapparently
differentproblems Hewouldoftensaythatwhenthehumanbeingdiscardspatriotism,

10 ‘Alierepeatedathousandtimesbecomesthetruth’ 
11 ‘localness’ 
12 ‘fromhere’ 
13 ‘fromthisland’
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heturnsintoamachinethatdoesnotcareaboutwhatisdying:culture,language,the
memoryofhistoryorthefatherland,towhichhedoesnotfeelattached 

Karatkievič’s poetry and prose differed from accepted standards and official
‘partyjne’14recommendations Forthisreason,contemporarycriticssaidthattheauthor
focusedoninsignificantproblemsthatdidnotdeserveserioustreatment Uncovering
theblackcardsofthehistoryofBelarus,thepresentationoftouchyandideologically
incorrectsubjectsorshowingthetruehistoryofthenationdidnotmeetwithbroad
literaryandsocialsupport Theproblemsof theBelarusianlanguage, thehistoryof
oldBelarus,orBelarusians’ identityproblemswerecarefullyhushedandgenerally
inconvenientinthosetimes Awriterwhosteppedoutoflinetoopposethecommonly
acceptedrulesandtheprevailingdoctrinehadtoreckonwithbeingattacked 

Byrecallingthehistoryofhisnationinhisliteraryworks,Karatkievičwantedto
opposethesocialoblivionprocessandtheofficiallyimposedstandardsofpresenting
thehistoryofBelarus Paradoxically,asMarcinKularightlynoticesinhiswork,an
attempt to remove the memory may reinforce it (Kula, 2004, p  125) An example
ofthiswas–and,toacertainextent,stillis–Belarus,withfalsememory(oroften
officialoblivion)prevailing in someareason theonehand,andunofficialmemory
beingcarefullymaintainedandpasseddownincertainsocialgroupsontheotherhand 

Causedbysuch factorsas thedeliberatedistortionofhistoricalmemory, social
oblivion leads to the denationalisation and blurring of national self-awareness 
Manipulating thepastandenforcing theoblivionofvarious inconvenienthistorical
eventsdestroystheidentityofsocieties ThisiswhatUladzimirKaratkievičwantedto
opposeanddidopposewithhisworks 

Breakingthroughtotheconsciousnessofpeople,particularlytheyoungones,with
historical literatureandpoetrywithdeeplypatrioticand lyricalovertoneshasalways
beenaverydemandingtask Today,intheageoftheInternetandrapidsocialchanges,
it isaparticularlydifficultchallenge,butwemustbelievethat,as ithasbeenknown
foryears,goodandvaluable literaturecansuccessfullystandupfor itself Uladzimir
Karatkievič’sworkshavebeenanexampleofsuchliterature Thiscanbedemonstrated
bythefactthatthevolumesofthelatestandfullestanthologyoftheBelarusianprophet
writer(consistingof25books)beingpublishedsuccessivelysince2012havedisappeared
fromtheshelvesofbookshopsatanexpresspace,andsomeofthemareactuallysoldout 

TranslatedintoEnglishbyLinguaLabs.c.

14 ‘party’ 
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