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Stefan Batory in the Historical Memory of Grodno and Grodno 
Residents (the 20th – beginning of the 21st Century)
Stefan Batory w pamięci historycznej Grodna i jego mieszkańców (XX – początek XXI wieku)

Стэфан Баторый ў гістарычнай памяці Гродна і гродзенцаў (ХХ – пачатак ХХІ ст.)

Abstract

TheactualizationoftheepochandpersonalityoftheKingofPolandandtheGrandDuke
ofLithuaniaStefanBatory tookplace inmodernBelaruson thewaveofgrowingscientific
andpublic interest in thepolitical historyof theGrandDuchyofLithuania and thePolish-
LithuanianCommonwealth,neglectedinSoviettimes Thehistoricalmemoryofhimismost
firmlyestablishedintheGrodnoregionandhasa100-yeartradition Thearticlesubstantiates
thereasonforthisphenomenon–firstofall,thecityofGrodnoowesitsworthystatusofbeing
aroyalcityaswellasitshighhistoricalimagetoBatory The‘placesofmemory’leftbyBatory
inGrodnoandtheirEuropeansignificanceareshown:theOldCastleistheonlyremainingroyal
castleinBelarus(excepttheNewCastle),inthe1930sitwassupposedtobetransformedintothe
‘WawelovertheNeman’,ananalogueofKrakowWawel;‘Batoryevka’,knowninthehistoryof
Europeanmedicine(therestingsiteofthebodyofBatory);theVytautasFara,themostfamous
Belarusianchurchdestroyedbythecommunistauthorities,whichbecameasymbolofGrodno 
ThreestagesoftheevolutionofthememoryofGrodnoandGrodnoresidentsaboutBatoryin
the20th–early21stcenturiesaredescribed:fromthestrongpresenceintheGrodnotradition
from1919to1939throughthetransformationintoa‘whitespot’ofhistoryinSoviettimes(the
kingwhomadecampaignstotheEast,couldnotbeasymbolofthecity)to‘rehabilitation’in
the1990sandanincreasingpresenceinmemoryinrecentyears ThecontributionofGrodno
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historians(Yu Yadkovsky;scientificeventsorganizedbyD Karav)tothehistoricalmemoryof
theinhabitantsoftheregionisemphasized Theformsandwaysofmanifestationofmemoryare
identified:thenationwidecharacterofcelebrationsof1933inhonourofthe400thanniversaryof
thebirthofBatory(apogeeofhishonour);theinclusionintothemoderncalendarofmemorable
datesofthedayofremembranceofBatory(December12),theinstallationofthemonumentto
thelostchurchesonthesiteofVytautasFara(2014)andthediscoveryofnewcircumstancesof
itstragedyin1961,‘StefanBatoryFestival’andothers TherearethreeapproachestoBatoryof
modernGrodno:fromhisrecognitionasastrongpoliticalfigureamongthefiguresofEastern
andCentralEuropeinthesecondhalfofthe16thcenturyandhiscontributiontothedevelopment
ofGrodnothroughaneutralattitudetoitsexclusionfromurbanhistory(becausehefavoured
the Jesuits, ‘suppressed’ the locals) Recently, publicopinionof the city is concernedabout
thereconstructionofthe‘VytautasFara’church,thereconstructionoftheOldCastle,andthe
installation of a monument to Batory  These issues acquire a new practical meaning in the
context of the development of Grodno as a tourist centre Their solution can give a strong
impetustothetourismbusinessinBelarus 

Keywords:Grodno;StefanBatory;historicalmemory;‘placesofmemory’

Abstrakt

WewspółczesnejBiałorusizainteresowaniepostaciąkrólaPolskiiwielkiegoksięciali-
tewskiegoStefanaBatoregoorazjegoepokąnależytłumaczyćrozwojembadańnaukowych
poświęconych zaniedbanej w czasach sowieckich historii politycznej Wielkiego Księstwa
Litewskiego iRzeczypospolitej Posiadającastuletnią tradycję izakorzenionanajsilniejna
Grodzieńszczyźniepamięćhistorycznaowładcyjestzwiązanazrolą,jakąodegrałonwdzie-
jachmiasta:GrodnozawdzięczaBatoremupozycjęmiastakrólewskiegoiatrakcyjnywize-
runekhistoryczny WoparciuotopografięGrodnawartykuleomówionomiejscazwiązane
zStefanemBatorym:StaryZamekjakojedynyzachowanypodziśdzieńzamekkrólewskina
Białorusi(oprócztzw NowegoZamku),którywlatachtrzydziestychXXw planowanoprze-
budowaćnawzórkrakowskiegoWawelu(tzw WawelnadNiemnem),znanawhistoriieuro-
pejskiej medycyny Batorówka (miejsce przeprowadzenia sekcji zwłok Stefana Batorego),
kościółNajświętszejMaryiPanny(zwanyteżFarąWitoldową)–najsłynniejszybiałoruski
kościółzniszczonyprzezwładzekomunistyczne,symbolGrodna Wartykuleopisano trzy
etapyewolucjipamięcimieszkańcówGrodnaoBatorymwXXinapoczątkuXXIwieku:od
pozytywnegowizerunkuwlatach1919–1939,poprzezbiałąplamęwhistoriiwczasachra-
dzieckich(królwyprawiającysięnaWschódniemógłbyćsymbolemmiasta),do„rehabilita-
cji”wlatach90 idużegozainteresowaniepostaciąkrólawostatnichlatach Autorpodkreśla
wkładhistorykówGrodna(J Jadkouski;wydarzenianaukoweorganizowaneprzezD Kara-
wego)wprojektykultywującepamięćhistorycznąmieszkańcówregionu Omówionoformy
i sposoby manifestowania pamięci o Batorym: ogólnokrajowe obchody 400-lecia urodzin
Batoregow1933r (apogeumjegoczci);wpisaniedowspółczesnegokalendarzapamiętnych
datdniapamięciBatorego(12grudnia),ufundowanienamiejscuFaryWitoldowejpomnika
upamiętniającegodawnykościół (2014)orazujawnienienowychokolicznościwyburzenia
świątyniw1961r ,„ŚwiętoStefanaBatorego”i inne OpisanoróżneocenyBatoregojako
władcywopiniiwspółczesnychmieszkańcówGrodna:odpozytywnych,uznającychgoza
silnąpostaćpolitycznąwEuropieWschodniejiŚrodkowejdrugiejpołowyXVIw donega-
tywnych,związanychzpostulatemusunięciakrólazhistoriimiasta(ponieważfaworyzował
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jezuitów, „tłumił”miejscowych) Omówionozagadnienia, którewostatnimczasienurtują
opinię publiczną miasta: odbudowa FaryWitoldowej, przebudowa Starego Zamku i ufun-
dowaniepomnikaBatorego Kwestietenabierająnowegoznaczeniawkontekścierozwoju
Grodna jakoośrodka turystycznego  Ichuregulowaniemożedać silny impulsdla rozwoju
turystykinaBiałorusi 

Słowa kluczowe:Grodno;StefanBatory;pamięćhistoryczna;„miejscapamięci”

Анатацыя

Актуалізацыяэпохі іпостацікараляпольскага івялікагакнязялітоўскагаСтэфана
Баторыя адбылася ў сучаснай Беларусі на хвалі ўзмацнення навуковай і грамадскай
цікавасці да палітычнай гісторыі Вялікага Княства Літоўскага і Рэчы Паспалітай,
занядбанайусавецкічас Гістарычнаяпамяцьпраягонайбольштрывалаўмацавалася
на Гродзеншчыне і мае ўжо 100-гадовую традыцыю  Артыкул абгрунтоўвае прычыну
гэтайз'явы–найпершБаторыюгорадГроднаабавязаныгоднымстатусамкаралеўскага
горадаівысокімгістарычныміміджам Паказаны“месцыпамяці”,якіяпакінуўБаторый
уГродна,ііхеўрапейскаязначнасць:Старызамак–адзінынаБеларусі(акрамяНовага
замку) захаваны каралеўскі замак, у 1930-я г  меркаваны для ператварэння ў “Вавель
над Нёманам”, раўназначны кракаўскаму Вавелю; «Батор’еўка», вядомая ў гісторыі
еўрапейскай медыцыны (месца анатаміравання цела Баторыя); Фара Вітаўта – самы
вядомы беларускі храм, знішчаны камуністычнай уладай, які стаў сімвалам Гродна 
АхарактарызаванытрыэтапыэвалюцыіпамяціГроднаігродзенцаўпраБаторыяуХХ
– пачатку ХХІ ст : ад трывалай прысутнасці ў традыцыі Гродна ў 1919–1939 г  праз
ператварэннеў„белуюплямy”гісторыіўсавецкічас(кароль,якірабіўпаходынаўсход,
не мог быць сімвалам горада) да “рэабілітацыі” ў 1990-я г  і ўзмацнення прысутнасці
ў памяці ў апошнія гады  Падкрэслены ўклад гродзенскіх гісторыкаў (Ю  Ядкоўскі;
навуковыямерапрыемствы,арганізаваныяД Каравым)угістарычнуюпамяцьжыхароў
краю  Раскрыты формы і спосабы праяўлення памяці: агульнадзяржаўнага характару
ўрачыстасці 1933 г  у гонар 400-годдзя нараджэння Баторыя (апагей яго ўшанавання);
уключэнне ў сучасны каляндар памятных дат дня памяці Баторыя (12 снежня),
усталяванне помніка страчаным храмам на месцы Фары Вітаўта (2014 г ) і адкрыццё
новых абставін яе трагедыі 1961 г , «Фестываль Стэфана Баторыя» і інш  Выдзелены
трыпадыходыўстаўленнідаБаторыясучасныхгродзенцаў:адягопрызнаннямоцнай
палітычнайфігурайсяроддзеячаўУсходняйіЦэнтральнайЕўропыдругойпаловыXVI
ст іўкладуўразвіццёГроднапразнейтральнаестаўленнедавырачэнняягозгарадской
гісторыі (бо спрыяў езуітам, “душыў” мясцовых жыхароў)  Названы пытанні, якія
вярэдзяцьгарадскуюграмадскуюдумкуўапошнічас:адбудовахрама“ФараВітаўта”,
рэканструкцыяСтарогазамку,усталяваннепомнікаБаторыю Гэтыяпытаннінабываюць
новыпрактычнысэнсукантэксцеразвіццяГроднаяктурыстычнагацэнтра Іхвырашэнне
можадацьмоцныштуршокдлятурбізнесаБеларусі 

Ключавыя словы:Гродна;СтэфанБаторый;гістарычнаяпамяць;„месцыпамяцi”



SiarheiMarozau90

Studia Białorutenistyczne 14/2020

The life and activity of a number of famous political figures of the epoch of
theGrandDuchyofLithuaniaandthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthare
closelyconnectedwithGrodno:Vytautas,SaintPrinceCasimir,CasimirJagiel-

lonandStanislawAugustPoniatowski Buttheworthystatusoftheroyalcityandthe
highhistoricalimagethecityisowedtotheKingofPolandandtheGrandDukeof
LithuaniaStefanBatory 

BatoryfirstcametoGrodnoin1579–therewasameetingoftheSenate,which
discussedthecontributionoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniaintheLivonianWar He
likedthecity HeappreciatedthestrategicimportanceofGrodnoand,inordertobe
closertothetheatreofwaroperationsandunwillingtodependoncourtintriguesin
KrakowandVilnius,movedtheroyalresidencethere–infact,hemovedthecapital
of thePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthand themilitaryheadquarters Since then,
BatoryvisitedGrodnoadozentimes,andhespentthebetterpartofthelasttwoyears
ofhislife(1584–1586)withoutleaving 

Themonarchreaffirmedtothecityalltheformerrightsandprivileges,providingit
ineconomicaffairswithbroadautonomyandfreedomoftrade Batorycontributedto
thedevelopmentofGrodnowithmanyinnovations ACatholicbyfaith,heintroduced
the Gregorian calendar in 1582, but was tolerant of other religions and peoples of
theCommonwealth:helefttheOrthodoxChurchtherighttousetheJuliancalendar;
grantedtheprivilegestotheGrodnoTransfigurationCathedral;supportedtheJews 

King Stefan turned Grodno into the centre of political life of the state and
decorateditwithnewbuildings: theRenaissancepalaceontheRynachnayaSquare
–‘Batoryevka’; themajesticbrickchurch‘VytautasFara’ (the‘magnificentchurch’
as it was described in 1587 in a message to Rome)  For his residence, he ordered
thereconstructionofVytautasCastleonCastleHill Forthispurpose,alargegroup
ofarchitects,builders,andcraftsmenfromtheGrandDuchyofLithuaniaandfrom
abroadwereinvited Builtinaccordancewiththelatestarchitecturaltrends,theOld
Castle turned into a magnificent royal residence, and the city received a beautiful
palace,whichhadnoequalthenintheCommonwealth 

Changing the course of the Livonian War, Batory saved the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania and gave the Commonwealth several decades of peace  In Grodno,
he developed plans for new campaigns to the East and conducted their diplomatic
preparation KingStefanmadeasignificantcontributionto thestrengtheningof the
Commonwealth,raisingitsprestigeinEurope 

Ayearbeforehisdeath,Batorymadeawillbywhichhebequeathed30thousand
florins(about6milliondollarsaccordingtoaveryapproximatechangeintomodern
currency)tohis‘belovedGrodno’ TheKingdiedinGrodnoandwasfirstburiedthere
inthecryptofFarachurch 

None of the kings of Poland and the Grand Dukes of Lithuania paid as much
attentiontothedevelopmentofthewelfareofGrodnoasBatory Itisnocoincidence
thatnotonlycontemporariesbutalsodescendantscalledGrodnothe‘cityofBatory’
(Gryckevìč,1994;Gryckevìč,1999),andthehistoricalmemoryofStefanBatoryin
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BelaruswasmoststronglystrengthenedintheGrodnoregion(Karaǔ,2004,p 122) 
‘Ifwelookattheurbantradition’,theone-daynewspaperWrocznicę153319181933
wroteinNovember1933:

wewillfindneitherVytautasnorSt Casimir,northesadmemoryofStanislausAugust Only
BatoryisstillaliveinthemindsofGrodnoresidents,whocreatedawholelegendabouthis
lifeanddeathinthecityabovetheNemanRiver Thiscity   especiallyfellintotheheartof
thewarrior-king,whosaidthatitwasmostdeartohimbothfortemporarylifeandeternal
rest(Wrocznicę,1933,pp 4–5) 

ThememoryofBatoryispreservedintheregioninthelegendsandtoponymy,
inwrittenmonumentsandrelics, in thearchitecturalheritageandworksofGrodno
historiansandregionalethnographer(Karaǔ,2004,p 122) 

Significantscientificliterature,primarilyPolishandHungarian,isdevotedtothe
figureofBatory,whooccupiesanimportantplaceamongthefamouspersonalitiesof
EasternandCentralEuropeinthesecondhalfofthe16thcentury HistoriansofPoland
andRussia interpretedhisactivityon thebasisofdifferent,sometimesantagonistic
theoreticalandmethodologicalattitudesand thenationalandstate interestsof their
countries Belarusianhistoriographyhasrepeatedlychangeditsideologicalprinciples
andpoliticalaffiliations in theapproach to theactivitiesof this ruler Butscientific
objectivityhasforcedustorecognizethehistoricalgreatnessofthisfigure,evenby
historianswithpolarviews 

Russianhistoriographyfromthe19thcenturytothepresentdayinterestsinStefan
Batory in the context of the Livonian War (Novodvorskij, 2015; Penskoj, 2019;
Filûškin, 2017), and modern Belarusian historical science – also in the context of
hisplansformilitaryrevenge,whichwerehatchedin1584–1586,amongothers, in
Grodno(Laškevìč,2010) 

Batory's suddendeath inGrodnoonDecember12,1586,whenhewasmaking
the most daring plans to march on Istanbul through Moscow, became a secret for
hiscontemporariesandremainedashroudedmysteryforcenturies Thedeathofthe
crowned patient caused controversy between the court doctors, the Italians Simoni
andBuchello,andwaslaterreflectedinhundredsofpagesoftheirwrittendisputes 
Thankstothesedisputes,thestoryofthelastdaysoftheruler'slifeisknowntousby
thehourandevendowntotheminute Buthistoriansanddoctors,primarilyHungarian
andPolish,arestilltryingtosolvethemysteryofhisdeath ThustheworksofTadeusz
Jankowski (Jankowski, 1930), Witold Ziembicki (Ziembicki, 1937) and Zdzislaw
Scheuring (Scheuring, 1964), Daniel Baga, Zsolt Molnar,Tomasz Molnar together
withNikolajShumin(TheDeathofStefanBatory,2018)appeared 

BelarusianhistoriographyhasnotyetcreatedadetailedworkonBatory At the
same time, the theme of ‘Stefan Batory and Grodno’ was reflected in the articles
ofGrodnohistorians,manyofwhomarenotexpertson thesecondhalfof the16th
century,andinmanypopularmaterialsoflocalhistorians Thisisanimportantpart
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of the historical memory, which through popular publications, mass media, and
internet resourcesbecomes thepropertyofGrodno residents andguestsof the city
fromdifferentcountriesandcontinents ThereareevenspecialarticlesaboutGrodno
residentshonouring thememoryofBatory in the interwarperiodof1918–1939by
ProfessorJerzyMilewski(Bialystok)(Karaǔ,2004,pp 166–171;Milewski,1999)and
localhistorianTatsyanaKazak(Grodno)(Kazak,2013) 

ThefirstpersontoinscribeStefanBatoryintothehistoryofGrodnowasthelocal
historianEustachyOrlovskij(1863–1913),theauthorofthefirstgeneralizingworkon
thehistoryofthecity(Orlovskij,2011,pp 95–97) Butspecialmeritinthereturnof
thefigureofStefanBatorytothehistoricalmemoryofGrodnobelongstothestudent
ofE OrlovskijJozefJadkowski(1890–1950)(BibliografiâIosifaIodkovskogo) 

According to J  Milewski, the return of the memory of Batory to the Grodno
traditionbeganshortlyaftertheendoftheFirstWorldWar,whenthecitybecamepart
oftheSecondPolishRepublic Asearlyas1919,themaincitysquare,formerlyknown
asHandlowa,Ratusznaya,Paradnaya,Sabornaya,andFarnaya,wasrenamedBatory
Square Itmarkedthecelebrationofimportantstateanniversariesandholidays,aswell
asrevolutionarydemonstrationsofworkers(Karaǔ,2004,p 167) 

Thepalace,whichwasalteredbysubsequentalterationsandpartiallydestroyed,
andwhichisfirmlyentrenchedinthememoryofGrodnoresidentsas‘Batoryevka’,
hasremainedinthissquare DuringtheconstructionoftheroyalpalaceonCastleHill,
itservedastheresidenceofthemonarch Thisbuildingisstillconsideredtobethe
finalrestingsiteofBatory'sbodyafterhisdeath 

Themighty‘VytautasFara’,builtin1584–1587ontheinitiativeofKingStefan,
hasbeenpreserved in thesamesquare Afterhisdeath,hisbody restedhere in the
cryptformorethanayear The‘VytautasFara’,givenin1804totheOrthodoxChurch,
renovatedafterafireandrebuiltinthelate19thcenturyinthepseudo-Russianstyle,
wasreturnedtotheCatholicsin1919andusedasagarrisonchurch Thefiresof1923
and1935ledtothereconstructionofthechurch 

ThesquarewasalsodecoratedwiththeFara(formerJesuit)church,builtinthe
17th–18th centuries  But it was also identified with the name of Stefan Batory, who
played a major role in the appearance of the Jesuit order in the Grand Duchy of
LithuaniaandGrodno,andin1584hehaddonatedfundsfortheconstructionofthe
GrodnoJesuitCollegium 

Duringtheinterwarperiod,thename‘Batoryevka’begantobeusedinrelationto
oneofthecityschoolsonPilsudskiStreet(nowLeninStreet) In1928itwasthefourth
largestschoolinGrodno(343students) YoungpeoplefromtheGrodnoregionstudied
inlargenumbersinVilniusattheStefanBatoryUniversity,openedin1919intheplace
oftheformerVilniusUniversity(Karaǔ,2004,p 167) 

In 1922, Jozef Jadkowski, then a well-known historian and expert on ancient
monuments of the former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and their custodian,
createda three-roomHistoricalMuseumin theoldprefectbuildingon thebasisof
preservingandsavingexhibits In1924,hepersuadedthecorpscommandinGrodno
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andthecityauthoritiestotransferpartoftheOldСastleassociatedwithBatoryandhis
era,inwhichtherewastheHouseofofficersandothermilitaryorganizations,tothe
StateMuseum IttookseveralyearstorestoretheCastle,tostrengthentheCastleHill
andtocreateanewexpositionoftheMuseum,whichisnowlocatedinfiverooms 
ThestaffoftheMuseumconsistedofthreepeople;J Jadkowskiheadedituntil1936 

In the 20s and 30s, J  Jadkowski published in the Grodno newspapers Echo
Grodzieńskie,Nowe Życie,Głos Prawdy Ziemi Grodzieńskiej and printed in other
publicationsmanyarticlesthatinscribedthenameandactivitiesofStefanBatoryin
thehistoricalmemoryoftheinhabitantsofGrodno(BibliografiâIosifaIodkovskogo) 

In1929,atthesuggestionofthePresidentofthecity,itwasdecidedtoissuethe
‘HistoricalLibraryofGrodno’ Thefirstbookwaspublished the followingyear  It
wasŚmierćStefanaBatoregowGrodnie(TheDeathofStefanBatoryinGrodno)by
Tadeusz Jankowski (Jankowski, 1930)  J  Jadkowski placed in the book Inwentarz
rzeczy pozostałych po śmierci króla JMci Stefana, spisany w Grodnie 1586 roku
(InventoryofThingsLeft after theDeathofKingHisHighnessStefan,Written in
Grodnoin1586)withhiscomments(Jankowski,1930,pp 53–70) 

TheapogeeofhonouringthehonorarycitizenofGrodnoin1579–1586wasthe
celebrationinthecityin1933ofthe400thanniversaryofthebirthofStefanBatory 
Threeyears later, noton sucha large scale, the350th anniversaryofhisdeathwas
celebrated Thepreparationandorganizationofthecelebrationswerecarriedoutby
aspeciallycreatedVoivodshipCommittee,whichworkedunderthepatronageofthe
PresidentofPolandIgnacyMoscicki 

Oneof thetasksof theCommitteewastorestoretheresidenceofBatory–the
OldCastle Itwasanambitiousandexpensiveundertaking,soitsimplementationtook
severalyears  Itwasassumed that the restoredcastlewouldbecome for the region
such aWawelover theNeman, equivalent to theKrakowWawel As J  Jadkowski
wrote in 1933, Grodno was considered to be the second city in the North-eastern
landsofthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthafterVilniusintermsofthenumberof
monumentspreservedthere HeexpressedthehopethattherestoredOldCastlewould
becomethetemporaryresidenceoftheheadofthestate,andasatreasuryofrarities
andmonumentsofthefirst-classscientificvalueoftheregion,wouldplaytheroleof
theNemanWawel(Wrocznicę,1933,pp 12–13) 

AtitsmeetingonMarch9,1933,theGrodnoCityCounciladoptedthefollowing
resolution:

Stefan Batory chose Grodno as his residence during his famous campaigns  In Grodno
Castle, he considered plans aimed at great victories and strengthening the power of the
Commonwealth InGrodno,thegreatkingcompletedhisgloriouslife […]In1918,Grodno
and theGrodnoregionbegan tocreate thePolisharmy,which, followingBatory,marked
theeasternbordersoftherevivedRzeczpospolita TheCityCouncildecidedtoappealtothe
MinisterofWar,MarshalJozefPilsudski,witharequesttoapproveofficiallyforthevolunteer
regiment formed at that time from Grodno citizens, who had arbitrarily appropriated the
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nameofStefanBatory,thenameofthe81stKingStefanBatoryRegiment(DAGO,f 46,
inv ,d 281,p 74) 

OnNovember9,1933,theGrodnoCityCouncildiscussedtheexpensesforthe
celebrationofthe400thanniversaryoftheKing'sbirth Inthebudgetfor1931/1932,
1,000PLNwereallocatedfor thispurpose However, thiswasnotenoughtocover
eventhemostnecessaryexpenses Astheprotectorateoverthecelebrationsinhonour
of Batory was taken over by the President of Poland, they acquired a nationwide
character and, accordingly, required proper preparation of events, which entailed
unforeseenexpenses TheCityCouncilapprovedabudgetforthecelebrationsinthe
amountof7,200PLN,including650–fortidyinguptheexternalappearanceofthe
buildingoftheCityCouncil;1,100–torefreshthefacadeofthetheatrebuilding,as
wellasitscloakroom,foyer,andbuffet;1,000–fortheconstructionofthetriumphal
arch,thedecorationofthetheatre,theinstallationofthealtar;250–fortheuniforms
ofthecityserviceworkers,1,200–forthepurchaseof600lamps,2,500–fortheguest
reception,inparticular,forthebreakfastduringthearrivalofthePresident,and500–
fortransportationandotherexpenses(DAGO,f 46,inv 1,d 281,pp 216) 

On November 25–26, 1933, the attention of the entire region was focused on
Grodno, where celebrations were held on the occasion of the 400th anniversary of
thebirthofStefanBatory, forwhom this city, according toa special appealof the
Voivodeship Committee, was the spiritual capital  The ceremony was attended by
manyimportantguests,includingthePresidentofPoland Allhotelswereoccupied 
Never before, as it was noted by the press of the time, had the city seen so many
limousines,tophatsandbeavercollars ItwasdecoratedwithportraitsofBatory,and
shonewithpurpleandthebrillianceofillumination Atthefestivebreakfast,which
thecityauthoritiesarrangedfor180guestsintheofficers'casino,inadditiontothe
President, therewereCatholic andOrthodoxbishops,ministers, the ambassadorof
Hungary Intheevening,thecitytheatreshowedtheguestsahistoricalplayBatory
nearPskovbytheVilniusjournalistValerianKharkevich Thepedimentofthetheatre
buildingwasdecoratedwithahugemapoftheCommonwealthofBatorytimes After
theperformancetherewasapartyintheOldCastle ItwasgivenbythePresidentof
Polandasanewhonorarycitizenofthecity(Karaǔ,2004,p 168) 

Onthesecondday,solemnMasseswereheldinthechurchesofalldenominations 
AftertheMassintheFaraChurch,theVoivodepaidtributetoBatoryinhisspeech 
ThenaparadeoftroopsandmilitaryequipmenttookplaceinBatorySquare Thelast
officialeventoftheholidaywastheunveilingbythePresidentofPolandofamemorial
plaqueinhonourofStefanBatoryonthebuildingtheOldCastle(Karaǔ,2004,p 169) 
With his participation, a brief meeting of the Committee on the restoration of the
royalresidencetookplaceintheCastle Athree-yearperiodwassetforitsrestoration
(Kazak,2013,p 128) TherestorationworkcarriedoutintheOldCastlein1933–1937
is reflected in thepublished reportof theCommittee forhonouring thememoryof
BatoryinGrodno(SprawozdanieWojewodzkiegoKomitetu,1938) 
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The81stGrodnoRifleRegiment,whichco-organizedthefestivities,wasnamed
afterKingStefanBatory Thesoldiersofthisregimentbegantoweartheinitials‘SB’
andtheimageofthecrownontheirarmbands The27thUhlanRegiment,stationedin
Nesvizh,wasalsonamedafterS Batory(Karaǔ,2004,p 169) 

In 1933, the one-day newspaperW rocznicę 1533 1918 1933 was published,
devotedmainlytotheanniversaryofBatory(Wrocznicę,1933) 

The350thanniversaryofBatory'sdeathwascelebratedinGrodnoonDecember12,
1936onasmallerscale,butwithduesolemnity Thistimetherewerenohigh-ranking
officialsorcrowdsofcitizens ThisdaycommemoratedtheKing'sservicestothecity,
whichowedhimitsdevelopmentandthecastle Bellsranginallthetemples There
wasaguardofhonournearthememorialplaqueintheOldCastle Acandleburned
underthesign Acannonsalutesounded Theorchestraplayedthenationalanthem 
ThenamourningMasswasservedinthegarrisonchurch–theformerVytautasFara,
whereBatory'sasheswereburiedin1586–1587(Karaǔ,2004,pp 169–170) Thenext
day,thetheatrestaged‘StefanBatory’(Kazak,2013,p 128) 

In the late1930s, theUnionofOrthodoxPolesnamedafterStefanBatorywas
establishedinGrodno(Karaǔ,2004,p 170) 

InSoviettimes,theKing,whomarchedEast,couldnotbeasymbolofGrodno In
general,bytheearly1990s,hislifeandactivityhadbecomeoneofthemany‘white
spots’inthehistoryofBelarus(Karaǔ,2004,p 179) AftertheGreatPatrioticWar,
theStateHistoricalMuseumresumeditsactivitieswithadiminishedcollectioninthe
formerRoyalPalace Butonlyatpresent,theportraitoftheformerownerofthePalace
begantogreetMuseumvisitors 

InNovember1961,inaccordancewiththeSovietpolicyoffightingreligion,onthe
ordersoftheGrodnoCityCouncil,VytautasFarawasblownupbyademolitionteam
calledinfromLeningrad ThismightybuildingoftheCatholicChurch,builtbyorder
ofBatoryandburiedinitaccordingtohiswill,becamethemostfamousBelarusian
churchdestroyedbythecommunistauthorities Thisactofvandalismbecamealasting
woundinthehistoryofGrodno 

WiththeacquisitionofsovereigntybyBelarus,therewasademandtorethinkits
historicalpath,interestintheneglectedSoviettimes,thepoliticalhistoryoftheGrand
DuchyofLithuaniaand thePolish-LithuanianCommonwealth increased,and there
was theactualizationof theeraandfigureofStefanBatory in scientificandsocial
terms In1999,ProfessorJerzyMilewskiwrotethatBatorycouldonceagainbecome
a symbolofGrodno ifBelarusians recognize the traditionsof theGrandDuchyof
Lithuania and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, in which they were an equal
element,aspartoftheirowntradition(Karaǔ,2004,p 171) 

The famous Belarusian writer Uladzimir Arlov and the authoritative historian
Anatol Grytskevich (Gryckevìč, 1994; Gryckevìč, 1999) did much to awaken the
memoryofStefanBatoryinthe1990s Throughtheeffortsofhistorians,writersand
journalistsoftheRepublicofBelarusinthe1990s,thereturnofthisstatesmanand
his epoch to the historical memory of the Belarusian people began (Popov, 1998;
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Selverstova, Šeršenevìč, 1992; Šaǔcoǔ, 1996; Ânuškevìč, 1998; Karev, Litvinskij,
2013) 

Grodnohistorianshaveplayedanimportantroleinthisprocessofreturn,which
continuestothisday Internationalscientificconferencesandroundtablesdedicatedto
StefanBatory,organizedbyDmitryKarav,anassociateprofessor,thenprofessorofthe
YankaKupalaStateUniversityofGrodnoandbytheHumanitarianCentreforEastern
EuropeanStudiescreatedbyhim,becameaphenomenonofEuropeanhistoriography 
In 1996, the conference entitled Stefan Batory and Eastern Europe of His Time,
dedicatedtothe410thanniversaryofhisdeath,washeldinGrodno Ithasattracted
asignificantscientificforceofforeignexperts The470thanniversaryofthebirthof
thisrulerandcommanderin2003wasmarkedbytheinternationalroundtableStefan
BatoryintheHistoricalMemoryofthePeopleofEasternEurope(Karaǔ,2004) 

Thesescientificevents,alongwithaseriesofconferencesOurGenealogyheld
byD U Karavandtheirpublishedmaterials,playedanimportantroleinensuringthe
recognitionoftheGrodnoschoolofhistoriansintheEuropeanscientificworld 

ThesescientificactivitiesgavetheGrodnoresearchersofthe16th–17thcenturies
strongmotivationtoresearchissuesrelatedtoBatory ThenN Kozlovskayareferred
totheproblemoftheformationofthepoliticaleliteoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniain
thetimeofS Batory(Karaǔ,2004,pp 18–24);G Vasyuk–totheconfessionalsituation
intheCommonwealthatthattime(Karaǔ,2004,pp 25–33),A Semyanchuk–tothe
historiographyoftheCommonwealth(Karaǔ,2004,p 75–83),andA Shalanda–to
GDLheraldryduringthereignofBatory(Karaǔ,2004,pp 59–66);S Yanchalovskaya–
totheimageoftheKingintheartofthe16th–19thcenturies (Karaǔ,2004,pp 90–121);
andS Marozav–tothehistoryofhisstayinGrodno(Karaǔ,2004,pp 4–17) Articles
by the historians of the Yanka Kupala State University of GrodnoA  Myaleshka,
(Karaǔ,2004,pp 122–128),T Kruchkovski(Karaǔ,2004,pp 149–165)M Kalatsey
(Karaǔ,2004,pp 172–178),andD KaravandA Litvinsky(Karaǔ,2004,pp 129–
148;23)weredevotedtothereflectionofS Batoryinthehistoriographicaltradition
ofthepeopleofEasternandCentralEurope 

At the turnof the20th–21st centuries, the studyof thefigureofBatory and the
BatoryagefromtheBelarusianpointofviewandthepositionoftheinterestsofthe
GrandDuchyofLithuaniawasinitiated Grodnohistorianshighlyappreciatethemerits
ofStefanBatorytotheGrandDuchyofLithuania,BelarusandGrodno Thefactthat
theyrecognizetheequalityofthePrincipalityandtheCrownassubjectsofafederal
state,theobligationgiventothemtopreservetheindependenceoftheGrandDuchy
ofLithuania, toreturn the landscapturedbyIvan theTerrible in theLivonianWar,
etc isespeciallyemphasized TheStatuteoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniaof1588,
adoptedtwoyearsafterBatory,hasalreadyfullyguaranteedtheabsoluteeconomic,
state, political, and cultural independence of the Principality  In fact, that by the
middleofthe17thcentury,theGrandDuchyofLithuaniawasanequalparticipantin
thePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthandanequalpartnerofPoland,historianssee
aconsiderablemeritofBatory HistoriansconsiderBatory'sconsiderablemeritinthe
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factthatbythemiddleofthe17thcentury,theGrandDuchyofLithuaniawasanequal
participantinthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthandanequalpartnerofPoland 

ScientificmemoryawakenstheeverydaymemoryofGrodnocitizens Inrelation
to Batory, three approaches are conventionally distinguished in the mass historical
consciousnessofGrodnoresidents Thefirst:BatorywasourBelarusian leader He
wasastrongpoliticalfigurewhowasrespectedinboththeWestandtheEast Hemade
Grodnoaroyalcity Therefore,amonumentshouldbeerectedtohim,asquareshould
benamedafterhimandhismemoryshouldbehonoured Thesecond:Batoryisnot
ours HeisconsideredwithdisgusttobeaCatholic(althoughhewasHungarian),who
favouredtheJesuitsand‘suppressed’thelocals Infact,theyrejecthimintheirhistory 
Thethird:ThosewhoareneutralaboutthefigureofBatoryagreethatitisnecessaryto
honourthememoryofpeoplewhohavepositivelyinfluencedthedevelopmentofthe
citybuttheyusuallydonotknowwhatexactlytheyshouldbehonouredfor 

Meanwhile,itisimportanttonotethatmostcitizenshaveheardofStefanBatory
inonewayoranother;theyknowthatheisconnectedwiththehistoryofGrodno,at
leastthathediedinGrodno Althoughthecitizensaredividedintoseveralcampsin
theirattitudetothishistoricalfigure,theydonotremainindifferent 

Fromtimetotimethereareproposalstoputupamonumenttohimortonamethe
SovietSquareafterhim In1998, itwasplannedtoinstallanequestrianmonument
to Stefan Batory by the sculptor Valery Kolyasinsky in the square near the Fara
Church Aseriesofworksbythismaster,dedicatedtoBatory,wasformedinthewhole
Batoryana 

In2016,thepublicofthecityagainraisedtheissueofestablishingamonument
tothefamousBatoryinGrodno,andacollectionofsignatureswasorganizedunder
apetitiontolocalauthorities Itwassaidinthepetition:

StefanBatorywastherulerofthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealth,whoturnedGrodnointo
the second capital of the state The Old Castle of Grodno was reconstructed and the main
Catholicchurch,VytautasFara,wasbuilt BatoryinvitedrepresentativesoftheJesuitOrderto
Grodno,whomadeagreatcontributiontothedevelopmentoftheeducationandmedicine;and
contributedtoasignificantincreaseinthecity'sprestigeintheregionandabroad (InGrodno,
thecitizensbegantocollectsignaturesfortheinstallationofthemonumenttoStefanBatory) 

Inoneday,600peoplesignedthepetition Morethan70peoplelefttheircomments
online Commentsaredifferent:from‘EnoughtopromotePolishnesshere’to‘This
manwantedtomovethecapitalofthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealthtoGrodno,
ourcitywashismainresidence Surprisingly,themonumenttohimmayevenbein
question Itshouldhavebeendone20yearsago’ Thecommentsaredominatedby
apositiveattitudetowardsStefanBatory,suchas‘TheKingworthyofthememoryof
Grodnoresidents’,‘theRuler,athousandtimeshonouredforGrodno’ Itisapitythat
thechancetogetpermissionfortheinstallationofthemonumentisminimal,because
forRussians‘VanyatheTerribleisinfavour,andBatorybeathim’(VGrodnonačali
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sobiratʹpodpisizaustanovkupamâtnikaStefanuBatoriû(InGrodnothecitizensbegan
tocollectsignaturesfortheinstallationofthemonumenttoStefanBatory) 

AmongthemostsignificantmonumentsleftbehindinGrodnobyStefanBatory
aretheOldCastle,the‘Batoryevka’andtheVytautasFara,which,destroyedduringthe
Sovietera,becameasymbolofGrodno 

Itmayseemstrange,buttheVytautasFaraissovividinmemory,itisasifitwerenot
destroyedhalfacenturyago Theresidentsofthecityatvariouslevelshaverepeatedly
calledfortherestorationofthetemple InplaceofFarathereisamonumenttothelost
temple In2014,duringitsopening,theworld3DmodelofVytautasFarawasrecreated
inthesky Today,asGrodnoisdevelopingasatouristcentre,thecitypublicopinionis
particularlyconcernedabouttheideathatthereconstructionofthetemplewillacquire
anewpracticalmeaning Thechurchcanberestoredattheexpenseofpublicdonations
–thecontributionofGrodnoresidentscanbecomeakindofsymbolofnationalunity 

Thesecondmostimportant‘placeofremembrance’youmaysayistheOldCastle 
ThisisoneoftheoldestarchitecturalmonumentsinBelarus Thebeginningofanumber
ofcomplexdefensive,secularandreligiousbuildingsontheCastleHill,itdatesback
tothe11thcentury ThisistheonlypreservedroyalcastleinBelarus(exceptforthe
NewCastle) Reconstructionisunderwaytoday Thiswasprecededandcontinuesto
beafiercescientificdebate,inwhatformtorestoretheСastle?Theydecidedthatthe
CastleshouldlooklikeitwasbuiltinthetimeofStefanBatory Constructionisinfull
swing,althoughthereisstillnoconsensusonsomeaspects Amongthecitizens,who
arenotindifferenttotheappearanceoftheСastle,itissometimessaidthatitwouldbe
betternottotouchitatall;becausetheywillmakeanothermoveaccordingtomodern
standardsofhousingconstruction Somesay:‘Soasnottoforgettoputtheelevatorin,
asinMirCastle,andplasticwindows’ 

OnSavetskayaSquare (formerlyBatory) there is apalace called ‘Batoryevka’,
which during the construction of the royal palace on the Castle Hill served as the
residenceoftheruleroftheCommonwealth Bythebeginningofthe18thcenturyit
wasthemostrepresentativesecularbuildinginthecity,themostfamousbuildingin
thecityatthelevelofhistoricalmemoryasitwasherethatthefirstautopsyofthe
deceasedtookplaceinEasternEurope–doctorswerelookingforthecauseofdeath
ofKingStefan Thisplaceisalsoknownforthelegendoftheundergroundcity,which
stretchesfrom‘Batoryevka’totheformertownHall,theVytautasFara,theroyalcastle
and,astheysay,eventotheotherbankoftheNemanandsomewhereoutsidethecity 

The‘Batoryevka’consistedofseveralparts–theolderonehasnotbeenpreserved 
At this place, there is now a five-story residential building, on the ground floor of
whichthereistheshop‘Batorya’ Atfirstglance,thefemininegenderofthenameis
surprising ButaccordingtoGrodnolocalhistorianViktarSayapin,ElizaOzheshko
oftenusedthename‘Batoryahouse’alongwiththetoponym‘Batoryevka’ Probably,
thisfolktoponymalsoenteredintothename,havinglosttheword‘house’(Caâpin) 

Recently,onDecember12,Grodnomassmedia,includingonlinemedia,reminded
Grodnocitizens that this is thedayofStefanBatory'smemory On theanniversary
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of the destruction of theVytautas Fara, on the site of which the monument to the
losttemplewasrecentlyerected,blocksofmaterialaboutitshistoryappear,andnew
circumstances of this tragedy are gradually being revealed  The tour guides have
developed a tour Stefan Batory's GrodnoWays, which is in great demand among
tourists TheStefanBatoryFestival,whichwaslaunchedinGrodnoontheinitiative
ofthereconstructorsfromPoland,issupposedtogiveastrongimpetustothetourism
businessofBelarus Thefirstsuchfestivalwastimedtothe430thanniversaryofthe
King'sdeath(Grodzieńskieobchody) 

Thus, Grodno is a ‘place of memory’, an ‘address of memory’ about Stefan
Batory Theattitudetowardthishistoricalfigureinscienceandsocietychangedthree
timesduringthe20thcentury:fromthestrongpresenceinthetraditionofGrodnoin
1919–1939,throughthetransformationintoa‘whitespot’oftheSoviet-erahistory,
to the return to historical memory that began in 1990  Modern Grodno historians,
firstofallonthescientificinitiativeofProfessorD Karav,havemadeasignificant
contribution to the studyof theactivitiesofStefanBatory in the spaceofhis time
andthehistoriographicaltraditionofthepeopleofEasternandCentralEurope This,
togetherwiththeeffortsofGrodnolocalhistorians,teachers,museumworkers,and
guides, contributed to the return of the name and deeds of Batory to the historical
memoryofcitizens 

ThearticlewaspreparedaspartoftheresearchworkTheGrandDuchyofLithuania
in thehistoricalmemoryofBelarusian society (19th – early 21st century),which is
carried out with the financial support of the Belarusian Republican Foundation for
BasicResearch 

TranslatedintoEnglishbyMarharytaSvirydava
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