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allegedly leads them to see the world through male eyes and to construct in its 

things is that the starting point for its arguments is a system of ideas – male lan-

-

-

-

us in On Certainty 
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On Certainty offers good arguments against 

one -
cism and one

that the arguments used here are suited to any kind of scepticism or any kind of 

The structuralist approach



9

-
-

-

Grosso modo

-

-

human language attracted certain feminists because they held out the possibility 

But these prospects were largely dimmed due to the fact that structuralism did not 

-
son for this theoretical blockage resided in the structuralist premise that language 
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-
ence of women offers no escape from their plight of discrimination and submis-

frustration felt by many feminist theorists when confronted with this description 
which authorizes the status quo

The post-structuralist approach

-

The attraction of the post-structuralist approach for gender theorists is under-
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the chance to take part in the conceptual game with the aid of new tools which 

-

other in their attempts to put the new philosophical-feminist method into practice 

raison d’être
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deconstruction of phallic language would enable women on the one hand to take 
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to light between the thesis of the language for women and certain strategies of 

Analogy between a brand of epistemological feminism 
and a brand of gnoseological scepticism

A good way of appreciating the theoretical and practical fruits of the brand of 
linguistic and epistemological feminism which upholds the thesis of the “female 

circumstances are imagined which cause the world either to be different from 
-

-

 

-



ing whether we are dreaming or not since there is nothing which differentiates 
-

-

-

-

 

-
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scepticism in On Certainty

-

permits us to show how both the sceptic and the brand of feminist epistemology 
we are discussing commit internal inconsistencies when trying to formulate their 

A Wittgensteinian critique of the thesis of a “female language”
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place upon a proposition must take into account the language game in which that 

be: I know



a proposition must take into account the language game in which that proposition 
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(“Unsinn
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and rules imply a male form of representing and understanding the world; and on 

to communicate something and at the same time deny that that something can be 
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Language and emancipatory movements

ex novo (in con-

understood with reference to the use of another associated term which belongs 

-
-
-

-

a rupture in the limits of the system of rules and social relations in which its action 
-

-

-

-
dered by emancipatory uses of language put forward by the so-called epistemic 
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An innovative emancipatory movement: activism related 
to childbirth and respect for childbirth

 
a group of terms share a family resemblance in so far as they belong to the same 

aware that it is an area which may be more or less familiar to you depending on 
-
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The need to humanize birth has been acknowledged by the Spanish Ministry 
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-
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currently of great interest in this respect are those related to the continuous and 

-

of discussion and study as well as a source of concern among international health 
-

-
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-

line with 
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tion throughout the process and in deciding the clinical procedures which should 

-
-
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had been created to recuperate the dignity and humanity that should accompany 
medical treatment and attention to pregnancy and childbirth4

-

terms as5:

-

4 Asociación El Parto es Nuestro -
Foro Apoyo Cesáreas Hospital Maternidad 

Acuario Asociación Vía Láctea Asociación Nacer en Casa -
Asociación de Doulas Asociación Comadronas Europeas por un Parto 

Activo y Natural Plataforma pro Derechos del Nacimiento
-

5 El Parto es Nuestro (
El Parto es Nuestro

-
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This is not the place for a detailed analysis of these terms – I attempt it else-

be brought fruitfully to bear on the analysis of particular cases of conceptual inno-

of what understanding is and how it may be possible by relating the meaning of 

-



-

illuminating without shadow of a doubt6

-

-

-

-
Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Hu-

man Rights Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine 

-

-

6  This kind of analysis may also be brought to bear on the language promoted by other eman-
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